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The amendment to the claims filed 9-24-01 is nonresponsive 
because it fails to conform to the provisions of 37 CFR 1.121: 

(b) Except as otherwise provided herein, a particular claim may be 
amended only by directions to cancel or by rewriting such claim with 
underlining below the word or words added and brackets around the word or 
words deleted. The rewriting of a claim in this form will be construed as 
directing the cancellation of the original claim; however, the original 
claim number followed by the parenthetical word "amended" must be used 
for the rewritten claim. If a previously rewritten claim is rewritten, 
underlining and bracketing will be applied in reference to the previously 
rewritten claim with the parenthetical expression "twice amended, " "three 
times amended," etc., following the original claim number. 

Specifically, the marked-up version of claim 1 is rewritten 
without underlining the added term "metallic." 

The claims have not been checked for further deviation from 
37 CFR 1.121, and applicant is respectfully requested to 
scrutinize the claims and correct any additional errors. 

Since the response appears to be bona fide, but the 
response is incomplete, applicant is required to complete the 
response within a TIME LIMIT of ONE MONTH from the date of this 
letter or within the time remaining in the response period of 
the last Office action, whichever is longer. NO EXTENSION OF 
THIS TIME LIMIT MAY BE GRANTED UNDER EITHER 37 CFR 1.136(a) OR 
(b) but the period for response set in the last office action 

may be extended up to a maximum of SIX MONTHS. 

Any telephone inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status (MPEP 203. 08) of 
this application or proceeding should be directed to the group receptionist whose telephone 
number is 703-308-1782. 

Any telephone inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to David E. Graybill at (703) 308-2947. Regular office hours: 
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

The fax phone number for group 2800 is 703/305-343 1. 
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